Evaluation of The Federal Bureau of Prisons protocol for selection of which hepatitis C-infected inmates are considered for treatment.
The Federal Bureau of Prisons limits hepatitis C therapy to those inmates with certain biochemical abnormalities. To evaluate this protocol, an analysis was done on data collected on hepatitis C infected inmates in the Louisiana Department of Corrections. A quality assurance database of hepatitis C infected inmates evaluated in the Louisiana Department of Corrections was reviewed for liver biopsy and laboratory results. Patients were compared as to whether they would have been biopsied under the Federal Bureau of Prisons protocol and if there were histologic differences between those who would and those who would not have been biopsied. Of 490 inmates biopsied, 26% (129) had an alanine aminotransferase level between one and two times the upper limit of normal without other biochemical abnormalities. If treating stages 2-4, 48% of these would qualify for treatment (15% if treating stages 3-4). There was no statistical difference between this group and either the group with an alanine aminotransferase level between one and two times the upper limit of normal and with other laboratory abnormalities or the group with an alanine aminotransferase level greater than or equal to two times the upper limit of normal and without other abnormalities. In the Louisiana Department of Corrections, the Federal Bureau of Prisons protocol was neither sensitive nor specific enough at identifying those that should be considered for hepatitis C therapy.